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Re: Arrest of Clerk of the Courts Employee - IG07-33 

An investigation by the Office of the Inspector General (OIG), in conjunction with the 
Miarni-Dade State Attorney's Office (SAO), has resulted in a state judge issuing a warrant 
for the arrest of Olga L. Avila (Avila). Avila, who was terminated h r n  her 16-year tenure 
as a Courtroom Clerk I, was charged with 52 felony counts. The charges include Unlawful 
Compensation, Oficial Misconduct, Notary Fraud and Unlicensed Practice of Law. The 
investigation commenced when Harvey .Ruvin, Clerk of the Courts of Eleventh Judicial 
Circuit, advised the OIG that Avila may have received compensation for completing and 
filing Family Court documents. 

The OIG investigation uncovered that Avila, with the assistance of courthouse employees, 
had documents fraudulently notarized and generally abused the process of a Family 
Division program, the "Self-Help Program" (Self-Help). Self-Help was established to 
ensure that individuals without legal representation obtain and file the appropriate forms. 

The OIG is grateful to Mr. Ruvin, and to the Honorable Joseph P. Farina, Chief Judge of 
the Eleventh Judicial Circuit, for their cooperation during the investigation, and for their 
swift response in taking corrective action to restore the integrity of the Self-Help Program. 
The OIG investigation is continuing. 
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