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To: The Honorable Carlos Alvarez, Mayor

From:
Date: May 15, 2008
Re: Abuse of Disabled Parking at MIA Results in Arrest - 1G07-62

An investigation by the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) into workers at Miami
International Airport (MIA) abusing a County ordinance that provides free parking in
public parking facilities to the disabled resulted in the arrest of a TSA employee. Bernard
Olivier Forbes (Forbes) was arrested and charged by the State Attorney’s Office with one
count each of Cheating, Grand Theft third degree, and Making False Statements to
Obtain a Disabled Parking Permit. The OIG investigation, which began at the request of
Miami-Dade Aviation Department (MDAD) officials suspicious of airport workers
occupying public disabled parking spaces, resulted in an OIG report issued on April 9,
2008. The report indicated that a large number of the disabled parking spaces reserved
for the public were frequently occupied by employees that work at MIA who appeared to
be able-bodied. In addition to inconveniencing disabled airport patrons, the employees
were cheating the County of its parking fees. In accordance with Section 30-442 of the
Code of Miami-Dade County, fees at public parking facilities are waived upon
presentation of a Disabled Parking Permit.

The OIG investigation revealed that Forbes fraudulently obtained a disabled parking
permit. From September 2007 through March 2008, Forbes used that permit on 139
occasions to obtain waivers of the parking fees at MIA parking garages near the
terminals. The waivers resulted in a total of $2,367 in fees lost by the County. The
OIG’s investigation is continuing.
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