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Office of the Inspector General 
Miami-Dade County 

To: 

Date: Jauary20,2006 

Re: .Addidad Arrest of Contractors in County Stom D h g e  Projects Seam 

As you m y  d, an investigation by the Office of the Inspectar GeneraE (UIG) d b d  in 5he 
July 2005 amsts of Mitchell T o w b  (Mr T o h ] ,  a prkipl of Magmi, b bm&m forge 
Tourin0 (J. Totho), and company foreman Lamcio Echevmh I ( E c M e ]  on charges of 

Seheaae tc, D e M  The w inva#&ation by tha 010 msnrJrled in the s x x d  
of Chgaukd Schane to D e w  

~ w a s ~ 0 t l ~ 2 0 i m ~ e s t o m ~ d r ~ h d B ~ a r e a s o f ~ ~ t y .  In& 
g e ~ ~ n d ~ E b a : ~ t s w e r e ~ w i t h d e f i a u d i n g ~ C o u a t y o f h w b d r e d s o f t f i a ~  
of d o b  by b i g  the County for work not p e r f d  The investigation w d  that at 
rhne work dbs in Miami-Dade County lofated at N.W. Streat fmm 2* Avenue to 7' 
Amenue, N.W. 1"I Street from 2" Avenue to Avenue, and N.W. 7" Avenue h m  the - 
of Ststc Road 826 to 1756 Street, Magoa onploy#s wue ordasd by the d e f e  to dig 
trenches at s k d m w  tOlrto rw2uire$ Tbe Gomy WEIS billed awl paid Magpa $1 15,657.50 
for nktem trenches p u r p d  to be dug at tb appro- depths. 



In this most recent arrest, DiW hired SRS Engheeriflg of M i d  Fl., to ovetsee the 
cotwtrwtion afthis pEaject. SRS Shen h i d  an engineer from Parsons B m h o f f  to h p &  the 
job sibs. The P m m  Briwdoff mghix q t e d  tOLe word of I h g m  employees as to the 
depthof&~~~he9insteadofdernanding~the~~heskdua;ugbom~~&degth 
and to properly bspe& &e worksite9. $ M y I  on the previous Public Works project br M c h  
Mapsga and its principals were charged with de-g the County, the BND Enghahg 
impckrs ~~ to oversee the projects dso Wed b properly inspect the sites and w x q h d  
tbe w d  of Mapa employes. 

h y o u c a n ~ , I a m b e c o ~ ~ y t t l a r m e d a t : f h e q u a l i t y o f ~ t i o n a l ~ c e s  
being provided Co the County. As the investigation curithates md additional ~ ~ 0 ~ 1 s  are 
d e m  m a  action at substantid costs to the Cowtlty may be required @ consequently, 
those mpoasibEe for inspectiorid s m i c t a  nust be heM accountable for their hihgs. You wiUl 
be kept apprised of developments. 

cc: Mr. George Burgess, County Manager 
Mr. Pete M e r ~ ~ d z ,  Deputy C o w  Manager 
Mr. JoiPeQh A. Ruiz, Assistant C o w  Manager 
Mr. Joh &&ow, Direcbr, Department of I3mrimmatsr Resouma h h q p m d  
Ms. Marsha E. Jackman, DirectorI hptment  of Business Development 
Ms. Cathy Jackson, Director, Audit Bt Management Sewices 
Mr. Roger T. He&t, Director, Office of Capital hplovements 

Clerk of the Board (Copy Filed) 



Additional Arrests of Contmctors D e h u d i n ~  the Countv 
la Stonn Water Drainsure P meram 

The Mi&-Dade County Office of the Inspector General (QIG) and the Miami-Dade 
State Attorney's Offace ammmced today the seootld arrests in the continuing 
investigation af contraurn in cannation with a joint investigation mde named "The Big 
ng." Mitchell T~urino (M. Towino), age 33, o f  Southwest Ranches, FL, Jorge Tourin0 

%Utjno), age 23 of M i d ,  FL, and h n c i o  Echevha (Eehevania), age 47. of 
Hialeah, FL, were m s t e d  aad charged with Organized Scheme ta Defraud for 
defhdhg the County of Ehous~nds of dollars from Department of Eaviromentorl 
Resource Management ( D E W  projects. 

M. Tortrino, a principal of kvIagna Construction, Inc., his bmthet J. Touriao, and company 
for- Eehevarria were previously amstmi in July 2005 for budulently Wiling tbe 
County for work not performed a d  for substituting rPsed mattrids represensed to be new. 
The continuing investigation by the QEG led to the second arrest of the TO&O bmthets 
and Echevarria for a similar scheme of hudulent billing. In this most recent arrest, 
Magna Construction, he., was hired ta complete part of a County dmimge project and 
a@ to perform the installation of a knch drain system for three sites in Mid-D& 
County located at N.W. 1 79th Stnet from zDd Avenue to 7& Avenue, N. W. 1776 Stnet 
from 2d Avenue to 7m Avenue, and N.W. 7' Avenue from the area of Stat@ Road 826 to 
175* S m t .  

The project was a r d t  of DERM's studies to improve stom water d m h g e  ia different 
areas of rhe County. The County contract pitid out at a specific rate per l h  foot based 
upon tile depth of the trenches. The design plans of the project were all individually 
drawn to handle flooding at ewh of the siks and requhci specific depths of ttenches, 

According to the Amst Affidavit filed by Specid Agents of the OIG, two former 
employees of Magna pointed out to QIG investigators meas where the trench weae dug 
to less than the ~~ d e p b  at the instruction of Mitchell Tourino, Jorge Towino and 
Leo Echeyania. A c d h g  to the h s t  Affidavit, Magna employees were ordered to 
dig shslllaw and I m l y  cover up the trenches. The oversight for this project was 
provided, per contract with h/liazni-Dade County, by SRS Engineering of Miami, Fl,, who 
supervised a Wl time inspector employed by Parsons Bdnckerhoff. The OIG 
investigation revealed that at times the h p e c b r  did not measwc the depth of the 
trenches and, ins- took the ward of Echevda that the trenches were dug to the 
PWperdeptk 



At b quest of the OIG, D m  reviewed the dlegations and hired the tnghmring firm 
of W w a  L&oratorf,es, be. to canduct test@ $Ztd inspation d c e s  at the sim. 
Wing- e e  23 trenches, of which 19 trenches were h a d  fo be shetlloww tZlan 
the mpimd depth, Magma billed the County $1 15,657.50 for the I9 trenches in question. 

S t a ~  A.tbmley Katherine Femaadez R e  commented, "I have a message for every 
m k e d  suppIier and every m k e d  b u s h m a n .  The ms of bfievhg you c;an get 
away with cheat@ d d e f r a e  County govtmmt me over. You m y  get away 
withit forawe& Youmy get awaywithitfbraamonth But we arew~~gtoemure  
that the next bracelet on your wrist will came with a lock and key. I, my pmsecutors, 
hpector General Christopher Mwze11a and his staff are making this a M i ,  way day 
of the week " 

In coment.hg on the mmsts, h p c t o r  General Christopher R. Mazzelk noted thai his 
office is camndiw to mting out contractors thslt d e M  ttzle taxpayers of Miami-Dade 
County, particularly where County B r a e  projects nre jeopardized. 

Copies of the Arrest Warrant and Arrest Affidavit me available at the hspctor  General's 
Office, 19 West Fh@er Street, Suite, 220, telephona nuunbes (305) 375- I946 and at the 
State Attorney's Office* c/o Ed GriBth, 1350 N.W. 1 2 ~  Avmue, telephone numbor 
(305) 5474532. 

Media Opportunity - Inspectar General M-Us will be avdslble for a laLedia 
opportunity today betureen 1 1 :00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. at the: OIG office. 

QPFICT3 W.TNI1 INSPECTOR GENERAL 
29 WEFllmGLER !iTlW3 SUITE 220 M W ,  FL 33130 't"el: (305) 37 -- ,946 

Pax: (305) 579-2656 


